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Abstract  
 
Reading, one of the most fundamental skills that develops human existence, is one of the most necessary skills for 
the acquisition and transformation of knowledge. Gaining reading skills is possible through the application of 
reading techniques and methods. One of these techniques and methods is the reading circle method. This method is 
a method that includes many activities, develops the individual in many ways, is applied individually and in 
groups, and continues learning before, during and after the application. The aim of this study is to “examine the 
reading circle experiences of primary school students according to teacher views.” This research was conducted 
based on phenomenological design, one of the qualitative research methods. While the population of the study was 
all primary school teachers, the sample was criterion sampling from purposive sampling types. The study group 
consisted of 7 male and 4 female teachers working in public and private schools in Adıyaman-Gaziantep provinces. 
A semi-structured interview form developed by the researchers was used as a data collection tool. The data obtained 
in the study were analyzed by content analysis method and three main themes and ten sub-themes were obtained. 
The data were classified into three themes: “Reading Circle Method”, “Basic Skills” and “Social Skills”. In these 
classifications, it has been determined that the reading circle method improves primary school students' 
questioning, reading illuminator, artist, and connective skills. In addition, it was observed that the reading circle 
method improved primary school students' vocabulary, speaking skills, reading attitude, increased their reading 
motivation and made significant contributions to their reading comprehension. 
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Öz 
 
İnsan varlığını geliştiren en temel becerilerden biri olan okuma; bilginin edinilmesi ve dönüştürülmesi için en 
gerekli becerilerdendir. Okuma becerisinin kazandırılması ise okuma teknik ve yöntemlerinin uygulanmasıyla 
mümkündür. Bu teknik ve yöntemlerden biri de okuma çemberi yöntemidir. Bu yöntem birçok etkinliği içinde 
barındıran, bireyi çok yönlü geliştiren, bireysel okunup grupça uygulanan, uygulama öncesi, uygulama esnasında 
ve sonrasında da öğrenmeyi devam ettiren bir yöntemdir. Bu araştırmanın amacı, “İlkokul öğrencilerinde okuma 
çemberi deneyimlerinin öğretmen görüşlerine göre incelenmesidir.” Bu araştırma, nitel araştırma yöntemlerinden 
olgubilim (fenomenolojik) desen temel alınarak yürütülmüştür. Araştırmanın evreni tüm ilkokul öğretmenleri iken 
örneklemi amaçlı örneklem türlerinden ölçüt örneklemedir. Araştırmanın çalışma grubunu Adıyaman-Gaziantep 
illerinde kamu ve özel okullarda çalışan 7 erkek ve 4 kadın öğretmen oluşturmaktadır. Veri toplama aracı olarak 
araştırmacılar tarafından geliştirilen yarı yapılandırılmış görüşme formu kullanılmıştır. Araştırmada elde edilen 
veriler içerik analizi yöntemiyle analiz edilerek üç ana tema ve on alt tema elde edilmiştir. Veriler “Okuma Çemberi 
Yöntemi”, “Temel Beceri” ve “Sosyal Beceri” olmak üzere üç temada sınıflandırılmıştır. Yapılan bu 
sınıflandırmalarda okuma çemberi yönteminin ilkokul öğrencilerinin; sorgulayıcı, okuma aydınlatıcısı, sanatçı, bağ 
kurucu becerilerini geliştirdiği tespit edilmiştir. Ayrıca okuma çemberi yönteminin ilkokul öğrencilerinin; söz 
varlığını, konuşma becerisini, okuma tutumunu geliştirdiği, okuma motivasyonlarını arttırdığı ve okuduklarını 
anlamaya önemli katkılar sunduğu görülmüştür.  
  
Keywords:  Okuma Çemberi Yöntemi, Söz Varlığı, Konuşma Becerisi, Okuma, Anlama,  Sosyal Beceri. 
 
 

 



 An Investigation of Elementary School Students' Reading Circle 
 Experiences According to Teachers' Views 

 
 

Mentis 44 
mentisjournal.com 

 
1. Introduction  

 
Knowledge is the greatest resource that develops human beings and characterizes their horizons and 
perspective on life. The most basic source of knowledge is reading. The primary school level, where we 
learn to read, is the starting point of our educational life and the process of understanding, questioning, 
applying and transferring what we read to future experiences; in short, the process of having reading 
skills. In today's information age, we can express reading skill as the ability to access the most accurate 
information and to make sense of the information and apply it to one's own life. Therefore, reading skill 
affects being in interaction with the environment, gaining the ability to define and fulfill their roles in 
society, and the future vision of the individual (Pilav & Balantekin, 2017). For this reason, it is important 
to teach reading skills to students starting from primary school level. 

Gaining reading skills is possible through the application of reading techniques and methods.  Among 
the related techniques and methods, the "Reading Circle Method" is thought to be effective in gaining 
reading skills due to its features that include many activities, develop the individual in many ways, read 
individually and applied in groups, and continue learning before and after the application. With the 
reading circle method, books are selected with the preference of each student in the classroom. Students 
who choose the same book form a reading circle. The purpose of forming these groups is to read the same 
book individually; to make sense of it according to the basic roles of questioner, link builder, chapter 
expert and artist; to gather together according to the structure, content and number of pages of the book 
or text, to discuss the necessity of their roles and to present them as a group with cooperative learning 
(Daniels, 2002). The method can be applied at all levels starting from the third grade of primary school 
(Avcı, et al., 2010). 

With the reading circle method, we can say that reading the material chosen by the students with a 
perspective appropriate to their role, discussing and presenting the same material with the group that 
chooses it, contributes to the development of different aspects of the student (Schoonmaker, 2014). We 
can expect that the student will be able to look at life and his/her life with the aesthetics of an artist with 
the contribution of the experiences he/she has lived in the group with the different roles he/she has taken 
and will enable him/her to continue his/her life with this perspective. Likewise, in order to be able to 
reach the right solutions to the problems they face in their lives or the problems they encounter with their 
questioning role, they need to analyze the problems correctly (Köğce, et al., 2014). We can say that the 
development of this skill will support the inquisitive role she takes. Being able to focus and justify the 
events or problems in his/her life can be considered as an important step towards problem solving. For 
this, it is possible to acquire these skills with the role of reading illuminator, which is another basic role 
of the method. Another one of the roles of the method is the role of connection builder. With this role, 
the student is able to associate the event, place, time, person or any situation in the material he/she reads 
with the events around him/her or with his/her own experiences.  

In order to fulfill the basic roles of the method, we can say that each stage of the process, from material 
selection to the realization of the presentation stage, develops different aspects of students and supports 
development in many ways. One of the prerequisites for students to express themselves effectively is to 
have a rich vocabulary (Göçen & Okur, 2015). It is thought that the reading circle method will improve 
the student's vocabulary with its basic roles and especially the role of word hunter, one of the auxiliary 
roles. The richness of vocabulary will also contribute to speaking skills (Temizkan, 2017). In the 
application process of the method, we can say that the discussion sessions and presentation sessions 
experienced in the group in accordance with the roles of the students related to the material will 
contribute to their speaking skills (Tracey & Morrow, 2006). In this process, it is known that forming 
groups according to the choice of material, that is, leaving the choice of material to the student's 
preference and reading the material individually by focusing on different aspects of the material; 
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however, making evaluations according to different roles within the group will make a significant 
contribution to the reading attitude (Kim, 2004; Tomlinson & Strickland, 2005). In this context, it is 
thought that presenting the material with different roles of the group members in addition to the role 
taken by the student is also effective on reading comprehension and that conducting the process with 
peers and the groups acting in cooperation throughout the application (Lloyd, 2006) will contribute 
significantly to their reading motivation (Richard, 2011) and the development of their social skills 
(Anderson, 2009). 

In today's information age, it is possible to use appropriate methods and techniques in educational 
processes to develop individuals in many different aspects (Çayır & Ulusoy, 2014; Keskin, 2012; Kuhn & 
Stahl, 2003; Rasinski, Yıldırım, & Nageldinger, 2011). In this context, we can say that the reading circle 
method is an application that allows the individual to be competent in communication and interaction 
processes in society, and that the individual gains experience in his/her experiences in society with the 
contributions of the application process. Since the acquisition of these skills at an early age will contribute 
to the future of the student, it is important to provide students with reading skills from the primary 
school level. Accordingly, the aim of this study is to examine the experiences of reading circles in primary 
school students according to teacher views. Within the scope of this study, answers to the following 
questions were sought:  

1. According to classroom teachers, does the reading circle method develop the artistic side of 
primary school students? 

2. According to classroom teachers, does the reading circle method develop primary school students' 
questioning skills? 

3. According to classroom teachers, does the reading circle method improve primary school 
students' concentration? 

4. According to classroom teachers, does the reading circle method improve primary school 
students' ability to associate events with real life? 

5. What do you think the reading circle technique can contribute to students' vocabulary, speaking 
skills and reading attitude? 

6. How does the reading circle contribute to students' reading comprehension, reading motivation 
and use of social skills? 

7. What are your suggestions about the application dimension of the reading circle method? 

2. Method  
 

In this study, phenomenological design, one of the qualitative research methods, was used.  In 
phenomenological research, the researcher focuses on phenomena that we are aware of but do not have 
an in-depth and detailed idea. In this type of research, researchers generally prefer purposive sampling 
method (Rubin & Babbie, 2016). It is stated that the number of participants in phenomenological research 
can vary between 5 and 25 (Creswell, 2013). 
 
2.1. Participant 

 
While the population of the study was classroom teachers working in primary schools, the sample was 
11 classroom teachers working in public and private schools at primary school level in Adıyaman and 
Gaziantep provinces in the first semester of the 2022-2023 academic year. Demographic characteristics of 
the participants are given in Table 1.  
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Table 1.  
Statistical Data on Demographic Characteristics of Participants 
Code Name Gender Age Professional 

Seniority 
School Status Class Level In-Service 

Trainning 

K1 Male 43 16-20 years Private School 2nd grade No 

K2 Woman 24 1-5 years Private School 2nd grade Yes 
K3 Woman 29 6-10 years Public 

School 
4th grade No 

K4 Woman 40 6-10 years Private School 4th grade No 
K5 Male 40 16-20 years Private School 3rd grade Yes 
K6 Male 43 16-20 years Private School 2nd grade Yes 
K7 Male 38 11-15 years Private School 3rd grade Yes 
K8 Male 58 21 years and 

over 
Private School 4th grade Yes 

K9 Woman 43 16-20 years Private School 4th grade No 
K10 Male 33 6-10 years Private School 2nd grade No 
K11 Male 24 1-5 years Private School 2nd grade Yes 
 

When Table 1 is examined, it is seen that there are (7) male and (3) female participants according to 
gender distribution; according to age category distribution, there are (3) participants between the ages of 
20-29, (2) between the ages of 30-39, (5) between the ages of 40-49, and (1) between the ages of 50 and 
above; In the category of professional seniority, there were 1-5 years (2), 6-10 years (3), 11-15 years (1), 
16-20 years (4), 20 years and above (1) participant; in the category of school status, there were 10 
participants working in private school (10) and 1 participant in public school (1); according to the grade 
levels taught, there were 2. Grade (5), 3rd Grade (2), 4th Grade (4) participants; there were (Yes) (6) 
participants who received in-service training on reading methods and techniques and (No) (5) 
participants who did not.  

 
2.2. Data collection tools 

 
In this study, the data were collected using a semi-structured interview form (Teacher Opinions on 
Reading Circle Experience Form) prepared by the researchers. During the preparation of the interview 
form, the literature and the opinions of field experts were utilized. First of all, while the draft form was 
being prepared, the opinions of a field expert lecturer, a measurement and evaluation expert and a 
doctoral student were taken. In line with the opinions received, some questions were removed, the 
number of questions was reduced and open questions were made more understandable. Then, pilot 
interviews were conducted with three teachers to test the comprehensibility of the questions. The 
interview form was finalized in line with the results obtained from the pilot study. 

 
2.3. Data Collection 

 
Before starting the interviews with the participants in the study, detailed information about the 
theoretical foundations of the research was obtained by reviewing the literature on the reading circle. 
Before starting data collection, ethics committee permission was obtained from the "Social and Human 
Sciences Ethics Committee" of a university. Then, application permission was obtained from the Ministry 
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of National Education with the application of AYSE. Afterwards, before the interview, the questions 
prepared in the semi-structured interview form were prepared as a "Google Form" to obtain demographic 
data about the participants and to obtain demographic data about the participants. This form was then 
shared with the school administrators who implemented the "Reading Circle Method" in their schools, 
and after the permission of the school administration was obtained, data were collected from the 
classroom teachers who implemented the "Reading Circle Method" in their classrooms. In this study, in 
order to protect the identities of the participants, instead of the names of the participants, codes were 
given for each participant as participant 1 or 2 (P1 or P2, etc.). This study started on October 2022 and 
was completed on January 2023. 

Within the scope of the semi-structured interview form, the following questions were asked to the 
participants:  

1. According to classroom teachers, does the reading circle method develop the artistic side of 
primary school students? 

2. Does the reading circle method improve primary school students' questioning skills according to 
classroom teachers? 

3. Does the reading circle method improve primary school students' focusing skills according to 
classroom teachers? 

4. According to classroom teachers, does the reading circle method improve primary school 
students' ability to associate events with real life? 

5. How do you think the reading circle technique can contribute to students' vocabulary, speaking 
skills and reading attitude? 

6. How does the reading circle contribute to students' reading comprehension, reading motivation 
and use of social skills? 

7. What are your suggestions about the implementation dimension of the reading circle method? 

 
2.4. Data Analysis 

 
In this study, the analyses were conducted using the analysis processes proposed by Marshall and 
Rossman (1999). Marshall and Rossman (1999) stated that it would be more appropriate to analyze 
qualitative data with reference to the following processes (as cited in Hacıfazlıoğlu, 2010, p. 2224): 1) 
organizing the data; 2) defining themes and categories; 3) testing the emerging main themes and sub-
themes; 4) searching for alternative explanations for the data and 5) writing the report". The data obtained 
in the study were analyzed with reference to the literature and the concepts obtained from the literature 
were grouped together under a specific theme. As a result of the examination of these concepts, sub-
themes were revealed. Their relationships with each other were explained. In addition, the data obtained 
were transferred to pre-prepared tables and the opinions of each participant were reflected opposite the 
relevant theme. Support was received from field experts during the analysis and interpretation of the 
data obtained. 

 
2.5. Presentation of Data 

 
In the data obtained in this study, we focused on the stories of "teacher views of reading circle experiences 
in primary school students". At this stage, summaries were made as a continuation of the analyzes made, 
and the participants' views on the subject were selected and reflected (Maxwell, 1996). The data obtained 
were organized and analyzed by the researchers and sent to the participants in the form of a report in 
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line with the meanings obtained. The participants read their own answers in the report and verbally 
confirmed whether the report reflected their views or not. New data emerging from these confirmation 
interviews were also taken into consideration. 

 
2.6. Validity and Reliability  
 
The scientific value of a research is understood by its contributions to the relevant field and the solutions 
it offers to the relevant problem. In addition to serving these two purposes, for a scientific research to be 
scientifically validated, it must be consistent, clear and testable by other researchers. In this respect, for 
credibility, the researcher needs long-term communication with the participants, depth-oriented data 
collection, triangulation, expert review and participant confirmation (Lincoln & Guba, 1985; cited in 
Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2008).  

During the interviews, the researchers tried to remain impartial. In addition, the participants were 
tried not to be under any influence so that the teachers could answer the open-ended questions easily 
and sincerely. All interviews were tried to be reported objectively. After the report was sent to the 
participants and participant confirmation was received, the analyses were conducted.   

Consistency was also emphasized to ensure the reliability of the research. In the research, the basic 
condition of consistency was adhered to during the process of creating the data collection tool, collecting 
and analyzing the data (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2008, p. 272). 

 
3. Findings and Comments 

 
"Teachers' views of reading circle experiences in primary school students" were analyzed by content 
analysis. During this analysis, three main themes and ten sub-themes were identified: "reading circle 
method", "basic skills" and "social skills". These themes are presented in Table 2.  

 
Table 2.  
Themes and Subthemes of Reading Circle Experiences of Primary School Students According to Teachers' Views 

No Main Theme Sub Theme 
1 Reading Circle Method Painter 

Questioner 
Reading Illuminator 
Vineyard Builder 

2 Basic Skills Vocabulary 
Speaking Skills 
Reading Attitude 
Understanding 
Reading Motivation 

3 Social Skills Communication Skills 
 
3.1. Theme 1. Reading Circle Method 

 
According to the answers of the teachers to the questions about their experiences in using the reading 
circle method with primary school students, four sub-themes were identified: painter, questioner, 
reading illuminator and Vineyard builder.  

 
3.1.1. Painter  
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The teachers who participated in the study were of the opinion that the reading circle method 
emphasized and supported students' artistic personality. In this sense, the participants expressed the 
contribution of the reading circle method to the students' artistic personality as follows.  

   
P1:“It adds a different perspective and reveals their artistic side.” 
 
P2: “The reading circle develops their artistic side.” 
P3: "In this context, I observed more aesthetic and more subtle behaviors in shaping their own lives with the 

teachings in the books. I think they can realize their own talents earlier." 
P4: "Yes. It supported them in terms of creative writing and expressing their imagination in the right way and 

animating drama." 
P5: “It definitely improves.” 
P6: “I cannot say anything clear.” 
P7: "It can help their development. It is not easy to decide this as a result of a single study, but I think it can 

contribute." 
P11: “Yes, I think it really gives students a critical perspective. Students try to reach the most perfect by 

criticizing like an artist in this way.” 
 
In the interview, the participants stated that the reading circle method develops the painter (artist) 

aspect of the students, gives them a different perspective, makes them realize their own talents, brings 
their animation and drama skills to the forefront, develops their imagination world, and improves their 
efforts to reach more perfection by gaining critical thinking skills. Based on these opinions, it can be said 
that the role of the painter in the reading circle method in primary school students develops students' 
artist personalities.    

 
3.1.2. Questioner  

 
The participants gave the following answers to the question asked about the questioning skills of the 
reading circle method:  

 
P2: “It has improved.” 
P3: “If they could change the flow of topics in the books they read, what kind of changes could they make?” The 

question develops students' thinking and questioning skills in different ways. I observe more thoughtful and 
questioning attitudes in their behavior in parallel with the books." 

P4: “Yes, it improved their questioning by maturing their minds in terms of stages, idea contexts, event 
organization and sequences, causality 5 N 1 K in the text.” 

P6: “It develops questioning skills.” 
P7: “There was a lot of questioning during the study and I think this was effective on the children. The constant 

question of why and the prediction of the next stage and empathy created awareness about questioning.” 
P9: “Yes, they ask questions to understand the book.” 
P11: "Yes. While the student reads for his/her own role, he/she makes the student accustomed to questioning by 

reading with the questioning of how I can gather information about my role." 
 
Considering the opinions of the participants, it has been determined that the reading circle method 

improves the questioning skills of primary school students, gives them the ability to think and question 
differently, they can use the 5N1K technique in the context of causality by taking into account the stages 
of the text, contributes to the ability to predict the next process by questioning, and also helps them to 
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empathize. In this context, when the opinions of the participants are evaluated, it can be said that the 
reading circle method contributes to the development of primary school students' inquiring aspects.  

   
3.1.3. Reading Illuminator 
 
The participants' answers to the question about the contributions of the reading circle method to students' 
"reading illuminator" skills are as follows:  

 
P2: “Focusing skills are improved in optional roles.” 
P3: “Sharing opinions and thoughts strengthens students' self-confidence when they participate. Since 

participation in the classroom attracts the attention of their friends, most students participate and enjoy it. For this 
reason, they understand the book they read better and draw attention by giving different answers. While sharing 
about the book they read, they realize that they must first understand what they read very well and follow the subject 
matter. Their focusing skills also improve depending on these." 

P4: "Partially. The processes at home are important, of course, digital addictions or health-related conditions. 
Apart from these, focusing increased and accelerated with children who are considered normal. Our time to process 
a text became shorter and shorter and very detailed details attracted their attention." 

P7: “One study may not be enough for this process, it is likely to contribute.” 
P9: “Yes, he reads carefully because he will share what he reads with his friends.” 
P11: “Yes, it improves because the student does special-oriented reading.” 
 
In the answers given by the participants to the question whether the reading circle method contributes 

to the reading illuminator skills of primary school students, it was stated that the reading circle method 
improves focusing skills, increases and accelerates focusing, and contributes to the concentration of 
attention on details. Based on the answers given, it can be said that the reading circle method contributes 
to the development of reading illuminator skills in primary school students.  

 
3.1.4. Vineyard Builder 

 
The answers given by the participants to the question whether the reading circle method develops "link-
builder" skills in primary school students are as follows:    

 
P2: “It has been improved.” 
P3: "Each student evaluates and interprets the events from their own point of view depending on the flow of the 

book. Sometimes when we ask them how they would change the flow of the subject if they wanted to change the flow 
of the book, they give examples by assimilating the events they experienced in their own lives into the book. This 
strengthens their ability to relate to real life." 

P4: "Definitely. They made associations between what they learned and what they experienced much faster, 
more accurately and by connecting general to specific." 

P7: "This aspect can definitely be improved. In solving the incident, their direct life experiences are shared and 
new ideas are constantly emerging, which helps them to improve themselves in life skills." 

P9: “Maybe.” 
P11: “No.” 
 
When the opinions of the participants on the "linking" skills of primary school students were 

examined, they stated that the reading circle method contributed to the students to associate what they 
read with real life, to associate what they learned and what they read much faster, to make ideas from 



Mehmet Kılınç  
 

 
Mentis 

51 
mentisjournal.com 

general to specific, and to come up with new ideas. Based on the answers given, it can be said that the 
reading circle method improves bonding skills in primary school students.   

  
3.2. Theme 2: Basic Skills 
 
According to the answers of the teachers to the questions about their experiences in using the reading 
circle method with primary school students, five sub-themes were identified as the main theme of basic 
skills: vocabulary, speaking skills, reading attitude, reading comprehension and reading motivation.  

   
3.2.1. Vocabulary 

 
The answers they gave to the question of whether the reading circle method experiences in primary 
school students contributed to the basic skill of "vocabulary" in students according to teacher opinions 
are as follows.   

  
P2: "They improve their vocabulary. Their diction and oratory skills improve. Since they will learn different 

examples, their reading attitudes will be positive." 
P3: “I observed that the students‘ answers became longer and more detailed as they realized that their self-

expression skills improved. I observed that the words in the students’ daily conversations were enriched and that 
our proverbs and idioms were used in their place. Being able to express themselves in different sentences increased 
their self-confidence.” 

P4: “By improving their vocabulary, their skills such as self-confidence, self-expression, impromptu and public 
speaking, listening to themselves, rhetoric, reading comprehension skills, key concepts, main feelings-thoughts and 
making connections with what they have learned have improved.” 

P5: “It contributed in every sense.” 
P6: “Their self-confidence increases with the reading circle.” 
P7: "Unfortunately, children of this age are weak in these subjects because they read less. Thanks to the reading 

circle, they can listen to sample readings and speeches and improve themselves." 
P9: "Students who try to express themselves better read their books more carefully. It also improves the 

language." 
P10: “There can be language enrichment.” 
P11: “Considering that reading books in itself is beneficial for these situations, purposeful reading will 

contribute a lot.” 
 
Teachers have reported that the reading circle method helps primary school students to develop 

"vocabulary" skills; diction and eloquence, self-expression skills, giving longer and more detailed 
answers to the questions asked, using proverbs and idioms in their proper place, using more different 
words, increasing the power of expression and improving their self-confidence, being able to express 
themselves when they are caught unprepared or when they need to speak in front of the public, 
addressing the community, summarizing the subject using key concepts, addressing the main emotion 
and thought in the context of the subject and associating it with what they have learned. In addition, P7 
stated that students in this period were inadequate in reading, and that he thought that they could 
improve themselves in terms of vocabulary by listening to sample readings and speeches thanks to the 
teachers' application of the reading circle method in their classes. Considering the explanations made, it 
can be said that the reading circle method contributes positively to the "vocabulary" skills of primary 
school students.  
 
3.2.2. Speaking Skills 
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According to the teachers' opinions, their answers to the question of what are the contributions of the 
reading circle method to the "speaking skills" of primary school students are as follows:  

 
P2: “They improve their vocabulary. Their diction and oratory skills improve." 
P3: “I observed that the students‘ answers became longer and more detailed as they realized that their self-

expression skills improved. I observed that the words in the students’ daily conversations were enriched, our 
proverbs and idioms were used in their place. Being able to express themselves in different sentences increased their 
self-confidence.” 

P4: “I observed that by improving their vocabulary, they were able to express themselves, to speak without 
preparation and in front of the public, to make themselves listened to - rhetoric, key concepts, main feelings-thoughts, 
and to speak by making connections with what they learned.” 

P5: “It contributed in every sense.” 
P6: “Their self-confidence increases with the reading circle.” 
P7: “Unfortunately, children of this age are weak in these subjects because they read less. Thanks to the reading 

circle, they can listen to sample readings and speeches and improve themselves." 
P9: “Students who try to express themselves better read their books more carefully and improve their language.” 
P10: “There can be language enrichment.” 
P11: “Considering that reading books is beneficial for these situations in itself, purposeful reading will 

contribute a lot.” 
 
When the answers given by the teachers to the question of what are the contributions of the reading 

circle method to the "speaking skills" of primary school students are analyzed, it is seen that the reading 
circle method increases the vocabulary of the students; increase their vocabulary, improve their diction, 
improve their oratory and self-expression skills, give longer answers to questions, decorate their speeches 
by using proverbs and idioms appropriately, increase the power of words as they can use words 
selectively, speak in front of the public even if they are caught unprepared, summarize the subject by 
using key concepts and continue their speeches by associating them with what they have learned in the 
context of main feelings and thoughts. Based on all these answers, it can be said that the reading circle 
method makes a significant contribution to primary school students' "speaking skills".   

 
3.2.3. Reading Attitude 

 
When the contribution of the reading circle method to "reading attitude" in primary school students was 
evaluated, teachers gave the following answers:  

 
P2: “Since they will learn different examples, their reading attitudes will be positive.” 
P4: “I observed their reading comprehension skills and that they contribute to themselves by making connections 

with what they have learned.” 
P9: "Students who try to express themselves better read their books more carefully. It also improves the 

language." 
P11: “Considering that reading books in itself is beneficial for these situations, purposeful reading will 

contribute a lot.” 
 
According to the opinions of the teachers, the reading circle method contributed to the "reading 

attitudes" of primary school students; they claimed that it improved their reading attitudes positively, 
they were able to understand what they read and make connections with what they read, and they 
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contributed to reading the books they read more carefully. When the answers given by the teachers about 
how the reading circle method contributes to students' reading attitudes are analyzed, it can be said that 
the reading circle method contributes significantly to the "reading attitudes" of primary school students.    

 
3.2.4. Reading Comprehension 

 
The answers given by the teachers to the question of whether the reading circle method contributes to 
students' "reading comprehension" skills in primary school students are as follows:  

 
P2: "Since everyone will present a summary in the circle, everyone listens carefully and summarizes 

chronologically. Their reading comprehension skills improve to avoid missing the subject." 
P3: "The reading circle is a method that enables multidimensional thinking and comprehension such as speaking 

and listening as a class, looking at events from different perspectives, and changing the flow of events without 
breaking away from the subject. When I applied this method regularly, I made a good improvement in students' 
reading speed." 

P4: "It has positive and developmental effects in every aspect. Introverted and quiet students or students who 
are academically slow express themselves much better, their self-confidence and social skills develop rapidly with 
the admiring gaze of their friends, their desire to read more develops with positive motivation in aspects such as 
competence, peer acceptance and self-actualization, and the desire to speak in in-class and extracurricular activities 
increases. The time allocated to reading also increases for better reading. In order to better express the emotion and 
event in what is written, they increase their attention on issues such as animation, gesture and mimicry and make 
preparations or preparations, in other words, their awareness develops. Thus, reading comprehension, logic 
reasoning and metacognitive level inevitably improve." 

P5: “It increases interest in reading.” 
P7: “Also, even students who do not read or do not like to read can start reading.” 
P10: “It increases attention and coordination skills.” 
P11: "Reading comprehension is already provable during the student's presentation. I think it improves it 

completely." 
 
When the answers given by the teachers about the contribution of the reading circle to the "reading 

motivation" of primary school students were examined, it was determined that the reading circle method 
increased the students' reading motivation as they could express themselves more easily, and also 
increased the self-confidence of introverted and academically weak students, developed a desire to read 
with positive motivation in aspects such as peer acceptance and self-actualization, and increased the time 
for reading. In this respect, it can be said that the reading circle method contributes significantly to the 
"reading motivation" of primary school students.    

 
3.2.5. Reading Motivation 

 
According to the teachers, their answers to the question about whether the reading circle method 
contributes to the "reading motivation" of primary school students are as follows:  

 
P1: "It has a positive effect on students in terms of gaining the ability to express themselves more easily in a 

social environment." 
P2: "Since everyone will present a summary in the circle, everyone listens carefully and summarizes 

chronologically. Their reading comprehension skills improve to avoid missing the topic." 
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P3: "The reading circle is a method that enables multidimensional thinking and understanding, such as speaking 
and listening as a class, looking at events from different perspectives, and changing the flow of events without 
breaking away from the subject. This also increased their reading motivation."  

P4: "It has positive and developmental effects in every aspect. Introverted and quiet students or students who 
are academically slow express themselves much better, their self-confidence and social skills develop rapidly with 
the admiring glances of their friends, their desire to read more develops with positive motivation in aspects such as 
competence, peer acceptance and self-actualization; the desire to speak in in-class and extracurricular activities 
increases. In order to better express the emotion and event from what is written, he/she increases his/her attention 
on issues such as animation, gesture, mimicry, etc. and makes preparations or preparations, that is, his/her 
awareness develops. thus, his/her reading comprehension, logic reasoning and metacognitive level inevitably 
improve." 

P5: "It increases interest in reading". 
P7: "Also, even students who do not read or do not like reading can start reading in this way." 
P11: "I think that it improves it completely. It was observed that it made an excellent contribution to the 

motivation of the student who succeeded." 
 
When the answers given by the teachers about the contribution of the reading circle to the "reading 

motivation" of primary school students were examined, it was determined that the reading circle method 
increased the students' reading motivation as they could express themselves more easily, and also 
increased the self-confidence of introverted and academically weak students, developed a desire to read 
with positive motivation in aspects such as peer acceptance and self-actualization, and increased the time 
for reading. In this respect, it can be said that the reading circle method contributes significantly to the 
"reading motivation" of primary school students.    

 
3.3. Theme 3: Social Skills 

 
According to the answers given to the questions asked to the teachers about their experiences with the 
use of the reading circle method in primary school students, it was determined that the reading circle 
experiences improved students' communication skills under the main theme of social skills.   

   
3.3.1. Communication Skills 

 
Teachers were asked whether their experiences with the reading circle method in primary school 
students contributed to "communication skills" in students according to teachers' views. 

    
P1: “It has a positive effect on students in terms of gaining the ability to express themselves more easily in a 

social environment.” 
P3: "The reading circle is a method that enables multidimensional thinking and understanding, such as speaking 

as a class, listening, looking at events from different perspectives, and changing the flow of events without breaking 
away from the subject. I observed that skills such as speaking and expressing their ideas are parallel to their social 
lives." 

P4: "It has positive and developmental effects in every aspect. Introverted and quiet students or students who 
are academically slow increase their willingness to speak in in-class and extracurricular activities. The time 
allocated for reading also increases for better reading. In order to better express the emotion and event from what is 
written, they increase their attention on issues such as animation, gesture and mimicry and make preparations or 
preparations, in other words, their awareness improves." 
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P7: "Sharing what they understand and discussing it with their friends can make the information learned more 
permanent. In addition, even students who do not read or do not like reading can start reading in this way." 

P9: “It affects socialization positively.” 
P11:"When we look at the use of social skills, I think that it provides a one-to-one benefit. I think that the 

presentations made in the reading circle meetings and the transfer of the subjects explained to the students provide 
the students with social skills and self-confidence." 

 
When the answers given by the teachers about the contribution of the reading circle to the 

"communication skills" of primary school students are examined, it is seen that the reading circle method 
contributes positively to the communication skills of the students in terms of being able to express 
themselves more comfortably in social environments, to convey their ideas, to increase the desire of 
introverted and quiet students or students who are academically weak to take the floor in in-class and 
extracurricular activities, to start using gestures and mimics in their speeches, to start discussing topics 
with their friends, and to socialize. When the answers given are analyzed, it can be said that the reading 
circle method makes significant contributions to the communication skills of the students as they are in 
mutual communication during the lesson.   
 
3.4. Participants' Suggestions 
 
The answers of the teachers to the question "What are your suggestions about the application dimension 
of the reading circle method in primary school students?" are as follows:  

 
P1: "Starting at an early age in the primary school group will be very important for the development of students' 

questioning skills." 
P2: "Any part of the school can be decorated for a reading circle. This can also be adapted to the classroom 

environment or garden." 
P3: “With the cooperation of teachers and parents, it can be continued at home.” 
P4: "For each lesson and at the beginning of each subject, we can follow the context they read and understand 

in much more detail with a section to arouse curiosity and interest, with materials suitable for the character and 
content so that they can better reason what is explained, and with live (drama-style) narrations in summary style 
(according to the content) made individually, in pairs, trios, quartets, groups of five at most (according to the 
content). If there is a missing or misunderstood concept, the teacher can intervene, and with the correct concepts, 
other students can both empathize and experience different ways of thinking, enabling their individual maturation. 
Classrooms can have a very diverse material corner, or appropriate materials can be requested from students' homes. 
They enjoy it very much and their sense of belonging and compassion is also supported." 

P5: “Presentations should be made to appeal to more people.” 
P6: "It is successful in small groups. It is necessary not to put very dominant characters in the same circle." 
P7: "The duration should be shorter, attention gets distracted quickly. It can also be made more fun with more 

interactive and different activities." 
P8: “In order for the reading circle and similar activities to be more efficient, Turkish lesson hours should be 

increased.” 
P9: “It is better implemented in upper grades.” 
P10: “Visual reading should also be applied at kindergarten level.” 
P11: "Students who remain silent can be encouraged to actively participate in the meeting through their other 

friends without being too hard on them. It will contribute to the development of all students to participate in the 
meeting implicitly by encouraging the student to participate in the dialogue developed with the person who speaks, 
rather than let's you speak too." 
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When the answers given by the teachers to the question "What are your suggestions about the 
application dimension of the reading circle method in primary school students?" were analyzed; 1. They 
stated that it is appropriate to start reading circles at an early age in primary school students in order to 
develop students' questioning skills. 2. They stated that any part of the school (classroom environment 
or garden) should be decorated for the reading circle. 3. She emphasized that the reading circle method 
can be continued at home with the cooperation of the teacher and parents. 4. She stated that a wide variety 
of material corner can be created in the classrooms or appropriate materials can be requested from the 
students' homes to support the studies. 5. She stated that the application of the reading circle method 
should be redesigned to appeal to more students. 6. She emphasized that it was successful in small 
numbered groups, but students with dominant characters should not be in the same circle. 7. He 
emphasized that the application period should be shortened and the application should be enriched with 
interactive and different activities. 8. He emphasized that Turkish lesson hours should be increased in 
order to use the reading circle and similar activities more efficiently. 9. He stated that the reading circle 
method can be used more efficiently in upper grades. 10. She stated that visual reading skills can be 
emphasized and applied in younger age groups such as kindergarten. 11. She stated that activating 
students who are silent and closed to communication during the applications in the classroom without 
forcing them during the application may be a more accurate way in applications.  

When the suggestions given by the teachers for the implementation of the reading circle are taken into 
consideration, it is emphasized that the reading circle method should have a flexible structure that can 
be applied and developed at every grade level. In addition, it was emphasized that it can be used more 
effectively in small groups instead of large groups, that Turkish lesson hours should be increased in order 
for such practices to be more efficient, that it can be used more efficiently in upper grades, that students 
with poor social communication should be actively involved in these practices, and that it should be 
applied within the scope of out-of-school activities.  
 
4. Discussion and Conclusion  
 
When the opinions of the teachers regarding the implementation of the reading circle method in primary 
school students were examined, it was determined that the reading circle method effectively enabled 
students to gain the main roles (painter, questioner, reading illuminator, connection builder). When the 
literature is examined; Çermik et al. (2019), in their study on the opinions of pre-service teachers about 
their reading circle method implementation experiences; they concluded that they improved themselves 
and made significant contributions to both themselves and their environment during the implementation 
process. Doğan et al. (2018), in their study in which they contributed to the literature as an exemplary 
application of the reading circle method, stated that the roles of the method were carried out in 
accordance with its purpose and contributed to the development of both cognitive, affective and social 
aspects of students. Itirna and Widhiatama (2023), in their study investigating students' perceptions of 
the reading circle method application, concluded that it increased their interest and motivation towards 
reading, supported the student's willingness while developing reading skills due to the choice of books, 
was an effective approach for comprehensive reading and encouraged student participation. These 
findings of the researchers overlap with the findings of this study.  

It was observed that the reading circle method contributed to many basic skills (vocabulary, speaking 
skills, reading attitude, reading comprehension and reading motivation) in primary school students 
according to teacher opinions. It is known that the reading circle method improves students' speaking 
skills (Ulaş, 2022; Köseoğlu, 2023). In the studies conducted to determine the effects of the reading circle 
method on reading comprehension; it is seen that the method has significant effects on reading 
comprehension ( Avcı, et al., 2013; Balantekin & Pilav, 2017; Love, 2021; Rahman, 2022; Sarı, et al., 2017; 
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Soleha & Husein 2020; Tosun, 2018; Varita, 2017; Wati & Yanto, 2022). In a study conducted by Yardım 
(2021) to examine the effect of the reading circle method on vocabulary, speaking skills and reading 
attitude, it was determined that the method increased the vocabulary levels of the students and that the 
vocabulary gains increased in students who fulfilled the requirements of the roles they undertook. In the 
aforementioned study, it was stated that students who had low speaking skills compared to their friends 
in the group during the application process showed significant progress at the end of the application.  
However; in the same study, they concluded that the technique in question did not have a significant 
effect on reading attitude. A similar conclusion was reached by Demir (2019) in his master's thesis on the 
effect of reading circle on students' reading attitudes; he stated that the method did not have a significant 
effect on reading attitude skills. Along with these results, Venegas (2018) stated that students who are 
reluctant to read and have difficulty in reading can be strengthened and their reading attitudes can be 
increased through the reading circle method. In addition, in studies on 'reading motivation' in the 
literature, it is stated that the reading circle method is effective on reading motivation (Meredith, 2015; 
Suci, et al., 2022; Smith & Feng, 2018). However, Tosun (2018) stated in his study that the reading circle 
method did not lead to a significant difference on reading motivation. In this study, it was seen that the 
reading circle method contributed positively to "reading motivation". The findings of this study support 
the findings of the studies that indicate that the reading circle method contributes positively to reading 
motivation. 

In this study, it was determined that the reading circle method strengthened the social aspects 
(communication skills) of primary school students according to teacher opinions. One of the prerequisites 
for the development of students' social aspects is the creation of environments with a positive classroom 
climate. With the reading circles method, we can say that the development of social skills is ensured 
because it creates a classroom climate where cooperative learning is dominant, enjoyable and students 
can take responsibility (Burns, 1998).  Tosun (2018), in his doctoral dissertation to determine the effect of 
reading circles on social skills, stated that the method was effective on students' social skills. Doğan et al. 
(2018) stated in their study that the reading circle method contributed significantly to students' affective, 
cognitive and social development. Asra and Cırık (2023), in their study to examine the effect of the 
reading circle method on the social emotional learning skills of high school students, found that students 
exhibited social awareness skills such as empathizing, showing compassion, understanding the feelings 
and perspectives of others. They also found that students developed communication skills and 
established positive relationships with others, exhibited critical thinking skills, took steps to identify and 
solve problems, and exhibited responsible decision-making skills such as making reasoned judgments 
by predicting the consequences of their actions. These findings of the researchers are in line with the 
findings of this study. 

 
4.1. Recommendations 

 
In this study, some suggestions were made for future research and researchers as a result of the findings 
obtained according to the examinations of the reading circle method on students' vocabulary, speaking 
skills, reading attitude, reading comprehension, reading motivation and social skills as well as the aspects 
of artist, associating events with real life, questioning and focusing. 

According to the findings obtained in this study, it is recommended that researchers should take the 
following warnings into consideration in their new studies on the reading circle method:  

 
1. In order to implement the reading circle method in schools, Turkish lesson hours should be 

increased. 
2. In order for the reading circle method to be more effective and efficient, it should be included in 

out-of-school activities/exercises. 
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3. It is recommended that the reading circle method should be applied at an earlier age in order to 
develop students' questioning skills. 

4. It is thought that activating students who are silent and closed to communication in reading circle 
applications without forcing them during the application will be important in terms of integrating 
students into the society. 
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